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If you are taking a picture of a person to use in your promotional 
materials or on a web site, it is a good idea to have the person sign a 
model release. A model release, sometimes called a liability release, 
grants permission to publish the photograph and is recommended 
even if the person is not a professional model.

Other situations where you might want a model release include 
entering the photograph in a contest or posting the photograph on 
Facebook and other social media or photo sharing sites. Generally 

speaking, a model release is not needed if the person in the 
photograph is not recognizable, if the face is hidden in shadow, or 
for editorial use (a picture of bystanders at a traffic accident or a 
photograph taken at a public event such as a parade). Photographing 
architecture is usually permitted provided you are on publicly 
accessible land at the time the shot is taken.

When obtaining photos from a third party, be sure that there is a 
model release to cover the image. m

my immediate and 
extended family is all healthy and gainfully employed. 
my Paw Print and Catamount marketing teammates are 
tremendous; cohesive, productive, and devoted peers and 
professionals I have the pleasure of knowing and working 
with. They are my business’s greatest asset for sure.  
A good year indeed.
 
merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

the idea corner

‘Twas A Very Good Year

tips & tricks
If you are photographing products for a brochure or web site, here 
are a few tips to produce better results.

 • Pay attention to lighting. Both the quality of the light and the  
  uniformity of distribution matter. A small light source compared  
  to the size of the product creates a hard shadow, while a large  
  light source creates a soft shadow. For product shots, a soft  
  shadow is preferable. You can also use a light diffuser on the  
  flash to distribute the light more evenly.

 • Use a plain white background. This makes the product stand  
  out and makes shadows more effective. A cluttered or messy  
  background takes the focus away from the product. Professional  
  photographers use an infinity curve, made from a piece of white  
  paper or fabric bent to create a curve, to eliminate any horizon  
  and provide a clean view.

 • Use props to show scale and environment. Props help viewers  
  identify the product, show its scale, and emphasize its features.

 • Take photos from multiple angles. You can emphasize special  
  features with close ups and unique perspectives.

tom’s 
Message 
board

Lauren Mumley - Project Manager

Scott Laforce - Bindery / Mailing

Lucy - Receptionist

Sue Brassard - 
Social Media / Marketing

David Thompson - Press Operator

Liam McKenzie - 
Prepress / Graphic Designer

thumb is that web-based images print with acceptable quality  
at about half the size they appear on screen. So a photograph 
that measures 2x2 inches on screen can be printed as 1x1 inches.

File Formats for Photographs
File formats for photographs are a means of organizing and 
storing an image. The data may be stored in compressed or 
uncompressed format, then rasterized into a grid of pixels 
whose bits define color and color depth. The grid is sometimes 
called a bitmap. raster image processing (or rIPping) is a 
requirement for offset and digital printing. Because raster 
images are hard to resize and manipulate, they are best used at 
the size and orientation of the original. raster images can be 
cropped, colorized, converted to grayscale or monochrome by 
using an image editing program such as Adobe Photoshop.

File compression is a way to reduce file size without 
compromising image quality. There are two types of image 
file compression. One, called lossless, keeps all the pixels of 
the original image but finds more efficient ways to represent 
recurring patterns of pixels in the file. Another, called lossy, 
eliminates pixels that aren’t needed to maintain quality. Lossy 

compression results in smaller file sizes than lossless but may 
trade that for lower image quality.

For photographs, the preferred file format is Tagged Image File 
Format (TIFF). TIFFs can be either lossy or lossless, and some 
digital cameras can save in TIFF format using Lempel-Ziv-
Welch (LZW) compression.

Another format for photographs is Joint Photographic Experts 
Group (JPEG). JPeG compression is usually lossy and 
produces a significant reduction in file size. repeated opening 
and saving of JPeG files results in continual loss of pixels 
which degrades file resolution over time.

Using Photographs in Print
Our aim is to give you the highest quality possible photographs 
in all your printed materials. If you are uncertain as to what 
resolution or file format to use when taking photographs for 
us to print, give us a call. We’ll give you advice based on what 
you are trying to accomplish, balancing photo quality and 
file size. For more information, call (802) 865-2872 at your 
convenience.
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If I had to sum up 2013 in one word, that word would be learning. It’s
long been asserted that we use only about 10% of our brains; but this
year it felt more like 90%. I’m not implying that I’m 80% smarter (far
from it) but rather my daily brain workouts are more intense than ever.
But… no pain, no gain! As my work, relationships, connectivity, and
the context in which these are all evolving, so has the learning curve to
connect more dots at a faster pace with more impact. The Internet
continues to profoundly influence everything and everyone, feeding our
brains with more and accelerated information to process every day.
When my head hits the pillow at the end of the day, I’m out like a light.
I could retort that I’m getting too old for this, but the truth is, in many
ways I’m kind of stoked!

Celebrating 23 years in business, I’m seeing more small business
startups and development growing out of both necessity and desire.
We’re working with an increasing number of these owners on a
business development level; which makes us more than just a printer,
but a partner. I bet many of these men and women are expending 90%
of their brain energy too. The newest growth area of Catamount
Marketing is content services – writing blog articles and managing
social media for those small business owners and managers who are too
busy to do so themselves with any regularity. We “like” that our clients
are seeing results!

And, just when many gave snail mail up for dead, we’re experiencing
an increase in mailing services sales as advances in print technology
and data utilization enable more vibrancy and personalization
capabilities for direct mail - like seeing your name here in red...
Hi Alison! Mail is not dead but still part of a smart and effective
marketing communications mix.

Lastly, I’m thrilled to be seeing more buy local decisions coming back
around and am proud to share this review from a new client and friend,
Jeffrey Mannion:

“In today's economy, a company can use a printer anywhere in the
world and have it delivered to a doorstep within 24 hrs. I've done that,
in fact, I've done that many times. However, one day I decided to give
Paw Prints a try (and frankly, I'm still not sure what sparked that) but
what I discovered was a solid, high-flexible printer, willing to share all
the tools and resources under their roof. It was a truly fresh change
from all the limitations I've face with online printers. I'm going back to
being a local, like I did a long time ago. Person-to-person problem-
solving, combined with a fair price, represents a new definition of real
value to me.”
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